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[Y] Certainty, like permanence and immortality, is one of those conditions we long for despite a great deal

of evidence to the contrary. Certainty often confers® control. And we badly want control in this strange
cosmos we find ourselves in. In his classic study 7he Golden Bough, anthropologist James George Frazer
discusses how primitive people developed magic so that they could control a world filled with the
uncertainties of lightning, storms and vicious™ animals. The Bantus in Botswana burn the stomach of an
ox In the evening because they think the black smoke will gather the clouds and cause the rain to come.
Certainty offers us safety, stability, reliability, predictability, rules for behavior. If I am completely certain
that it is unethical to harm other poeple’s careers in order to advance my own, that certainty provides a
clear and constant guide for how to conduct my professional life. Augustine’s absolute certainty about

theological™ and ethical matters may well have been an extension of a psychological and physical desire

for certainty.
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